
To highlight the deprived state of women’s

football in the country, the Ghana Women’s

League Soccer Clubs Association (GHAW-

SOLCA) went on strike in 2005, refusing to

release players for inter-

national duty. The or-

ganisation accused the

Ghanaian FA of giving money from FIFA

which was intended for the women’s team to

the men’s squad instead.

The Black Queens’ strike raised awareness in

Ghana and across Africa and consequently

the acting Sports Minister began efforts to

aid women’s clubs in Ghana, offering his full

support.

The improvement in Ghanian women’s foot-

ball augurs well for the team as they pre-

pare for the qualification campaign for Ger-

many 2011. Following final appearances at

the 1999, 2003 and 2007 tournaments,

2011 would be the fourth time that Ghana

have qualified for the showpiece event. How-

ever, the Black Queens have failed to go be-

yond the group stage at every FIFA Women’s

World Cup they have played at, al-

though the 2-1 victory over Australia in

2003 was considered a resounding

success. 

It is one of Adjoa Bayor’s biggest am-

bitions to play at the 2011 finals, but

it is the German women’s league

where she must perform at the mo-

ment, and the ‘Black Queens’ cap-

tain is currently very settled in the

country. Bayor is nonetheless pos-

itive about Ghana’s chances of

qualification: “We have a team

full of talented youngsters as

well as experienced players

who can help the younger

members of the squad,” she

remarked.

In order to qualify, the

Black Queens must progress to

the final of the African Championship in

2010, as the qualification process dictates

that only the top two nations from the

African continent can take part. Aside from

perennial foes Nigeria, Equatorial Guinea and

South Africa could pose a big threat. 
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It all began on the beaches of
Accra, the capital of Ghana.
It was here that Adjoa Bayor chose not to

go to school but to play football as the only

girl among a group of boys. One day she

was spotted by an official from Ghatel

Ladies Accra who took her from being an

ambitious young girl to joining one of the

most successful women’s football clubs in

her homeland.

The switch from beach to

football pitch was far from

easy. The unusually heavy

football boots presented an

unexpected challenge as

she had always played bare-

foot in the past. However,

the young Adjoa Bayor refused to give up on

her dream of becoming a professional foot-

baller and carried on training before she was

finally called up to the Ghanaian national

squad in 1997, aged just 18. Just a year later,

she helped the ‘Black Queens’, as they are af-

fectionately known in Ghana, to a second-

placed finish in the African Championship

and qualification for the FIFA Women’s World

Cup for the first time in their history.

Her journey from the beaches of Accra to

the national team was not always an easy

one. Adjoa Bayor had to fight for her success

as her family were reluctant to support her

passion. She had arguments with her older

brother which culminated in her having to

train secretly and leave her kit with friends.

It was only when Bayor had made it to the

top that her family finally abandoned their

scepticism. In 2003, Adjoa was voted African

Women’s Player of the Year and in 2007 she

received a nomination for the FIFA Women’s

World Player of the Year award, only to be

pipped to the post by Brazilian superstar

Marta.

To date, the 1.63m midfielder has spent most

of her career with Ghatel Ladies Accra, the

club where almost all the Ghanaian national

team players play their football. Indeed, the

institution is one of the few which reimburse

the players’ training costs. It’s no wonder,

then, that Adjoa Bayor cannot remember los-

ing a single match with the Ghatel Ladies.

The Ghanaian women’s league operates on

a very low budget and there are rarely any

sponsors, meaning that seasons are hardly

ever completed – a situation which reflects

the general public attitude towards women’s

football in Ghana. The women’s efforts are

often dismissed, as the majority of the popu-

lation still believes that it is inappropriate for

women to play football.
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From the beaches of Ghana to the FIFA World Cup
All the way from Africa: Adjoa Bayor joins Women’s Bundesliga side FF USV Jena

She is one of Africa’s most talented foot-
ballers, has competed at three consecu-
tive FIFA Women’s World Cups and cur-
rently plays in Germany for FF USV Jena.

Adjoa Bayor has been a part of the
Ghanaian national team since 1997 and
is hoping to again play a prominent role
in her team’s fortunes at the FIFA
Women’s World Cup 2011 in Germany.
Profile by Tina Sahm.

Date of birth: 17 May 1979
City of birth: Accra

Height: 1.63m
Weight: 58kg

Position: Midfield
Previous clubs:Ghatel Ladies Accra

FF USV Jena
National team honours:Part of Black Queens squad since 1997

Three consecutive World Cup finalsappearances (1999, 2003, 2007) 
Captain

Awards:African Women’s Player of the Year 2003
Other successes:

FIFA All-Star-Team 2006
African Championship All-Star-Team 2008
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The 30-year-old Bayor has been with FF USV

Jena in the women’s Bundesliga since Janu-

ary 2009, and after managing to avoid rele-

gation in her first season with the club, she

is now hoping to establish herself as a promi-

nent Bundesliga player over the coming sea-

son. 

There are two other African players at Jena,

Genoveva Anomna from Equatorial Guinea

and recent signing Marlyse Bernadette Ngo

Ndoumbouk from Cameroon. The three all

played together for the African Champi-

onship’s All-Star-Team in 2008 and also share

a flat in the University of Thüringen student

village. Jena has thus become something of

an African hotspot, at least in terms of Ger-

man women’s football. Bayor sees it as a

promising development: “The African and

German styles of play compliment each other

perfectly. We can learn a lot from each other

and hopefully we can look forward to a suc-

cessful season.”

It was always a dream for the diminutive

African to play in Germany, as she believes it

is the best place for her to improve as a

player. The structure of German women’s

football and the training facilities speak for

themselves in her view and the only remain-

ing problem appears to be the language bar-

rier: “I like living in Germany, but the

language is so hard,” confessed

Bayor.

Aside from a short spell in the USA,

where she played college football for

Illinois, Germany is the place where she

has spent the most time abroad. Jena

have her under contract until 2011, just

before the biggest tournament in women’s

football kicks off.

In her homeland, Adjoa Bayor has become

an example to many young Ghana-

ian women. Women’s football

stands for independence

and offers the opportunity

to move out of the small villages,

on to Accra and even onto the world

stage. In Bayor’s case, it could even be on

to the FIFA Women’s World Cup 2011 in

Germany.

Tina Sahm

In Ghana, women’s football

means independence

Adjoa Bayor:

Captain of the Black Queens (below)

and playing for Jena since 

January 2009 (above). 




